
Make your own water filter
You will need:

1. Paper towel 
2. Safety scissors 
3. Funnel
4. Clean sand 
 (from the beach or the sandbox) 
5. 2 clear glasses or jars 
6. Spoon 
7. Water 
8. A little soil 

What to do:

1.  Cut a circle from the paper towel. Fold it in half, then in half again. 
2.  Open the folded circle a little to make a paper cone. 
3.  Put the cone inside the funnel and place the funnel in one of the glasses or jars. 
4.  Fill the cone with clean sand. 
5.  Fill the other jar with water. Add 3 or 4 spoonfuls of dirt to the water and stir it. 
6.  Slowly pour the muddy water into the sand in the funnel. 
7.  Look at the water coming out of the funnel. 

NB Don’t drink it!

The funnel filled with sand is a filter. What 
happened to the dirt as the muddy water passed 
through the filter? Is the water in the bottom of the 
jar clear? Or is it still a little bit muddy? If it still looks
muddy, the dirt particles were small enough to pass 
through the spaces between the sand in the filter. 

That’s why more than one kind of filtration is used 
at the water treatment plant. Do you think your 
sand filter would remove germs from the water? 
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